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Go to Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic? 
What could go wrong? Just two gringos that 
speak very little Spanish in the middle of the 

Caribbean! Carl Montoya from Nitro Gear & Axle and 
myself (Joel Moranton) were about to have a great 
adventure thanks to Waldy's Off-Road. 

By Joel Moranton

We head to the tropics for 
dynamite wheeling!

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

FJ SUMMIT

WE ARRIVE IN 
PUERTO RICO

Carl and I arrived on time 
in Puerto Rico with a few 
hours to be tourists in old 
San Juan before Waldy from 
Waldy's Off-Road picked us 
up. We dragged our luggage 
around the historic town as 

our bodies tried to adjust to 
the humidity. Just after dark 
we met up with Waldy and 
he took us to his shop in the 
hills of Cidra. As we looked 
over some of the rigs that 
Waldy's builds it was clear, 
even at night, that every rig 
was above and beyond just lift 

Beautiful crystal clear water was great for washing the 
mud off after the event. Yet another reason to visit the 
Dominican Republic! Photo by Juny Marrero.

WITH NITRO 
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and tires. Each rig was styled 
with the customer in mind to 
fit his or her personality. Waldy 
is known on the island for 
building the biggest and best 
off-road rigs around; even his 
van is built up with 37" tires, 
bumpers and light bars.

When the sun came up in 
the morning is when we were 
able to get our first good 
look at the huge FJ80 on 40" 
Super Swampers that Waldy's 
Off-road built for Nitro Gear & 
Axle. With custom suspension 
all the way around, ARB 
front bumper, light bars, 
ARB awning, snorkel, and 
custom rear bumper with a 
tire carrier, it was done up with 
Waldy's flare and it was killer. 
It was finished off with an eye 
catching vinyl wrap with Nitro 
and Waldy's logo contrasting 

off flat black. We could not 
believe Waldy's Off-road did 
all this in only two weeks and 
this monster drove and rode 
like a luxury car.

While we were still drooling 
and inspecting Waldy's 
custom work, he tells us it is 
time for us to be on TV. Solo 
4x4 TV came to the shop for 
their weekly installment of 
Waldy's Off-road and Carl 
and I were going to be on 
TV with him. Unaware and 
unprepared we put a smile on 
our faces and talked about 
why we came to Puerto Rico, 
of course they do not speak 
English so Waldy was kind 
enough to translate for us. 
(YouTube video name: cambio 
extremo a lo Waldys off Road)

As soon as we wrapped 
up with the camera work, we 

Above: Carl Montoya from Nitro Gear & Axle and Waldy of 
Waldy's Off-Road, standing in front of the amazing FJ80 that 
Waldy built for Nitro Gear & Axle. This was taken shorty after 
the three of us were on Solo 4x4 TV.

It did not take long for us to be jealous of the variety of 4x4 
Toyotas that the Dominican Republic has access to, including 
the Hilux and 70-series seen here. 

WITH NITRO 
GEAR & AXLE
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rushed off to the ferry docks to make sure 
we could get onto the ferry to the Dominican 
Republic on time. We were told to be there 
by 1 p.m. and we got there with plenty of 
time to spare...although they didn’t start 
boarding until about 5:30 p.m. Ate dinner, 
then time to hit the rack.

 
WELCOME TO THE  
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

When we woke up we could see the 
Dominican Republic off in the distance, 
and we watched the flying fish jumping 
out of the water as we pulled closer to 
land. It was clear as we got our first views 
of the Dominican Republic that this was a 
beautiful country, but it was also familiar 
with the poverty level, and there were 
many buildings in disrepair. Carl and I 
entertained ourselves by watching for 
passing Toyotas that we could not get 
in the states. We saw Hiluxes, 70-series, 
Prados, Fortuners, a Tacoma, Tundra and 
a lot of 100 and 200 series. We also started 
to notice the safety laws were a little 
different in the Dominican Republic. We 
saw a motorcycle with three cops on one 
motorcycle – all with no helmets on - pull 
over three people also not wearing helmets 
on one small motorcycle; we are still not 
sure why they were pulled over. 

Above: 
Official FJ 
Summit 
trail sign. 

Line up at the trailhead. 

Right: The first 20 or some rigs had no problem with this mud step, but 
as more and more rigs came through this tight section more of the tree 

roots were exposed and caused a few to winch. 

42   May/June

WE HAVE THE PARTS YOU NEED TO GET YOU 
WHERE YOU WANT TO BE!

YotaMasters
(951) 279-0220
371 Elizabeth Lane, 
STE 100
Corona, CA 92880

YOTAMASTERS

YOTAMASTERS.com
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Made in the USA

Rack Systems  •  Bumpers  •  Pre-Runner Light Bars
Rock Bars  •  Tube Flares  •  Hi-Lift Jack Mounts
Lift Kits  •  Rear Corners  •  Shovel & Axe Mounts    
Sideplates  •  Body Armor  •  Adventure Tube Doors  

Protecting Your Adventure Lifestyle
TOYOTA TACOMA & FJ CRUISER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE NOW

Our first stop was to Offroad 
Dominicano, in the city of Santo 
Domingo, to drop off a few things for the 
event the next day and to see how they 
build a rig to wheel in the Dominican. 
There was a tube buggy with 1UZ engine 
on FJ80 axles and 42" tires and in the 

parking lot a monster 70 series truggy. 
After we were done shooting the breeze 
with the guys at Offroad Dominicano, 
we headed to Jarabacoa, where we 
would be staying for the rest of our trip. 
It was supposed to be a two and half 
hour drive from Santo Domingo, and 

we had reservations at a restaurant in 
Jarabacoa.

 
HOW TO FIX A RIG WITH  
NO TOOLS

Well, we did not make those 
reservations, and the van got a flat tire on 

Right: Nitro Gear & 
Axle FJ80 after one 
of the small water 
crossings. 

Middle: The 
beautiful and 
lush forest the 
trail snaked 
through was not 
often explored 
by the locals so 
some areas were 
overgrown, giving 
you the sense that 
we were much 
farther out of town 
then we were. 
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STYLE. REDEFINED

Mesh Grilles for 4Runners, Tacomas, FJ Cruisers, 
Sequoias and Tundras!

Grillcraft Custom Products
12425 Eucalyptus Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250

TUNDRA

www.gril lcraft .com
T.310.970.0300 — F.310.970.0400

MX-Series Mesh Grilles Available in Black or 
Silver Powder coat Finishes!

TACOMA

the highway. All three vehicles stopped 
to fix it but there was not a jack or a 
single lug nut wrench between any of 
us, but we did have an air compressor. 
As luck would have it the locals came 
and saved us again.  A couple of 
teenage kids rode up on a motorcycle 

to offer some assistance. After they 
saw why we were stopped they rode 
off into the night and returned with a 
jack and tire plugs. We plugged up the 
tire and fired up the compressor, it sure 
made a lot of noise but was not doing 
much else. Once again, our friends 

Right: 
70-series, in 
the deepest 
water 
crossing 
on the trail. 
None of 
the water 
crossings 
were very 
difficult but 
coming out 
of this one 
put you a 
little off 
camber, 
and you 
could slide 
into a tree if 
approached 
at the 
wrong 
angle. 

Our own Joel Moranton being interviewed 
for the FJ Summit video. Check out the 
various videos on YouTube, including “FJ 
Caribbean Summit 2014 Event Video” and 
“Cambio Extremo a lo Waldys off Road”. 
Photo by Juny Marrero.

RTI competitions are always popular no 
matter what country you’re in.
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Use promo code:

for 10% OFF your order!
TOY4WD
541-736-3743

•Solid Axle Swaps
•High Steer Kits
•Axle Trusses
•Link Kits
•Diff Armor
•Gears and Axles
••Winch Bumpers
•and more!

Incredible waterfall, yet it was appalling to see the amount of trash 
left behind. Not cool.

FJ Summit caused the biggest traffic jam that this little town has 
ever seen. Photo by Juny Marrero.

on the motorcycle rode off and brought 
back an air pump, a hand air pump, like 
for a bicycle, but to our surprise it got the 
tire up to 50 PSI with no problem. During 
our repair a Hilux police truck pulled up 
to make sure everything was ok; they 
were packing M-16 rifles on their hips. I 

am not sure if they were sticking around 
to make sure we were safe, or to watch in 
curiosity how three trucks, eight guys, two 
teenagers, and one Chinese motorcycle 
were taking so long to fix a flat tire.

We woke up early the next day and 
headed back to Santo Domingo for the FJ 

Summit trial ride. The event was held at 
the only Toyota dealership in Dominican 
Republic. That’s right, there is only one 
Toyota dealer for the entire country. So, 
if you bought a Toyota new, this is where 
you got it, and based on the number of 
Toyotas we saw throughout our trip, this 
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Now available for  
8.0, 8.4, 9.5 and 10.5 inch axle Tacomas, 
Tundras, T-100s & 4Runners!

Find out more at:
TractionDifferentialsForToyota.com 

Tundras, T-100s & 4Runners!

Find out more at:

With a NEW  

Limited-Slip  
Differential
for your Toyota

A F T E R M A R K E T
AuburnGear

get a
     grip!grip!
get agrip!
get a

www.auburngear.com

dealer has to be one of the top dealers in 
the world. 

The rigs ranged from stock FJ Cruisers 
to built 70-series wheelers. Carl and I, 
of course, walked the line to drool over 
the Prados, Hiluxes, Fortuners, and built 
200-series. We passed out stickers and 
checked out the vendor show, while we 
waited for the event to get rolling. When it 
was time to head out to the trail everyone 
got in back in the rigs and it was a parade 
of 4WD Toyotas down the city streets to 
the trailhead. Before the trailhead, the rigs 
snaked its way through a poverty-struck town 
on narrow dirt roads where the local kids 
watched us with wide eyes. 

 
WHEELING IN THE D.R.

There were a handful of fun little water 
crossings and a few short steep muddy hills 
to climb along the trail. The trail went through 
a beautiful tropical forest and would pop out 
into another section of an old poor town, 
and then we would hit another offshoot up 
the hills and then back into the forest again. 
We finished off the trail and everyone met 
back at the Toyota dealership. After all the 
rigs were off the trail there was an RTI ramp 
competition and raffle. During the raffle Carl 
and I snuck off to take a closer look at the 
brand new 70 series wagon and double cab 
pickup they had on their lot. This was one 
of the many highlights of the trip, getting to 
smell the inside of a brand new 70-series 
wagon, heaven! While Carl and I were talking 
about why the U.S. market does not get the 
70-series, Waldy found us to inform us that 
we would be on TV, once again. This time for 
the FJ Summit event video, so we were put 
in front of the camera again, and we were 
interviewed this time.  Luckily they cut my 
clip down short because I do not do well in 
front of a camera. (YouTube video name: FJ 
Caribbean Summit 2014 Event Video).

Even through Carl and I spoke every little 
Spanish everyone was super friendly and 
helpful at the event. They were all excited to 
see us out at the event and we were excited 
to be there. It was an incredible event and 
even though the trail wheeling was not difficult 
it was incredible to be in the forest and see 
the culture of the area. Thank you, to all of the 
event staff and everyone who participated in 
the event for making it a killer event.

 
SPACER EXPLOSION

On the way back to Jarabacoa, we back 
seat passengers took a quick nap, only to 
be woken up by a loud crash. One front tire 
decided to go in a different direction then 
the rest of the FJ80 leaving us driving on the 
brake rotor. I am still thankful that Pablito, 
one of Waldy's employees, was driving, as 
he stayed calm, didn’t slam on the brakes 
and was able to keep the FJ80 on the road. 
It took Pablito about 100 yards and both of 
the two highway lanes to bring us to a stop, 
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to the scrape mark on the ground left from 
our brake rotor that was about 12" from 
the side of their car. We found the tire and 
the front fender and made our way back 
to the FJ80 to assess the damage. The 
brake rotor was now square and we were 
missing three of the six wheel studs. What 
had happened was the six lug to eight 
lug converter wheel spacer had worked 
its way lose and broke off. Once again 
we found ourselves needing the help of a 
local that had stopped to help us fix the 
damage. He just happened to have wheel 
studs at his house, so he took our hub off 
and took it back to his house, installed the 
new wheel studs, and then brought it back 
and reinstalled it for us. We were able to 
get back on the road only this time going 
40 MPH instead of 70 MPH as we did not 
know if the other wheels spacers had 
loosened up or not. 

The following day we dropped the 
FJ80 off at a local shop to have the entire 
wheel spacers checked and have the 
brake rotor fixed. The remaining few days 
in the Dominican Republic were spent 
being tourist and went much smoother. 
We checked out another off road shop 
on the island and found two 1951 Toyota 
pickup trucks, one in need of a restoration 
and one fully restored with a 1UZ engine. 
Check out our Facebook page for more 
pictures of that jaw dropping truck. We 
saw a few waterfalls, went white water 
rafting, checked out the tops of the 
mountains and saw beautiful beaches. 

This was an incredible experience that 
we will never forget. Special thanks to 
Waldy's Off-road and Nitro Gear & Axle 
for making this trip possible. If you ever 
have the opportunity to check out the 
Dominican Republic, do it! 4

Nitro’s Carl Montoya 
being interviewed for 
the FJ Summit video. 

This was another highlight of the trip, seeing this 
fully restored 1951 Toyota pickup, complete with 
1UZ V8 engine and custom side steps. 

but he did not over-correct and kept us 
all safe. After we were stopped, we saw 
two things, one our tire was just gone, 
and two that there was a parked car 
about 100 yards back about where our 
tire came off.

We ran back to the car to make 
sure everyone was ok. There was 

a photographer with an assistant 
photographing a couple's wedding 
engagement photos on the side of the 
highway. Our 40" tire had bounced over 
the top of their car, hit a tree and went 
back across the highway, missing all of 
them. Thankfully no one was hurt; they 
were of course shook up as they pointed 
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